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order. There is no reason why the rivers should con-
tinue to run into the sea. They may well be
harnessed to the plough of Agriculture, and drawn
aside from their original outlet. Other and vaster
functions can be discovered for the waterfalls which
shall substitute a new beauty for the old. This is
enough to suggest the immense possibilities of
industrial development which our planet contains. A
few centuries hence, wlien man's outlook upon life is
better informed and organised than at present,
society will look back with amazement upon a period
when crowds of starving unemployed assailed the gates
of rich people whose fortunes were devoted to the
production of pate defoie grasl for private consump-
tion. The point of view that saw nothing to be done
for the increase of the food supply in the 19th century
will be inconceivable to the minds of that generation,
and they will survey calmly $ long series of French
.Revolutions by which such a mental confusion will
have been eliminated, as something beneficial in the
main to the human race.

Perhaps the most civilised countries in the world,
from this geotechnic point of view have been ancient
Egypt and modern China and Flanders. Paris occu-
pies the corresponding place amongst modern cities*
And in the case of the Frenc^t population we come

1 An epicurian delicacy consisting of the morbidley-fattened
of the goose.